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Introduction

The books of 1 and 2 Samuel are named for one of the significant characters in Israel’s history
during the years of transition away from the nation being led by judges into a time of monarchy
under the house of King David.

Samuel was a prophet, a leader who spoke God’s word to the nation. The book of 1 Samuel opens
with his birth and tells of how he led the nation until God allowed them to have a king like the
other nations (1 Samuel 8). Saul, a man from the Israelite tribe of Benjamin, was anointed to be
king (1 Samuel 9), but he failed to rule in obedience under God. So God took the kingdom from
Saul and chose another man — “a man after his own heart” - to be king (1 Samuel 13:13-15). This
man was David, from the tribe of Judah. He was just a boy when his part in the nation’s story
began (1 Samuel 16), and it was several years before he began to rule as king (2 Samuel 1).

The book of 2 Samuel charts the rise and reign of David as king. It finishes with a summary of his
reign, and introduces the location for the temple, a major topic for the first part of the next
chronological book, 1 Kings.

“Kingship” and “kingdom” are major themes in the books. Israel desired a king “like all the other
nations”. Saul becomes a failed king. David is anointed as the ideal king. But though he is a man
after God’s own heart, he is flawed. The question for us as we read these books is: who is God’s
true and perfect King? Who will rule over God’s people, in God’s kingdom, in the way God desires?

The events we read about in these two books happened about 1000 years before Jesus was born.
They were important events for the nation of Israel, with impact through many centuries to follow.
And they are important for us living in 215t century Australia because they give us more than a
history lesson. They teach us about God and the way he acts in the world and through his people.
And they teach us about how God acts in Jesus, by pointing forward to Jesus’ life and death and
resurrection.

On the following pages you’ll find a timeline of Israel’s history, and a map of the nation during the
years that David was king. There are also family trees for the houses of Saul and of David. They'll
help you keep track of the events and the places and the people that we’ll read about.
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The story so far ...

The books of 1 and 2 Samuel tell us about God’s work among his people after they entered the
Promised Land, as they transitioned from being a nation led by judges into a nation led by a king.

Our studies will focus on 2 Samuel, in which we read about the years of King David’s rule over the
nation. To help understand the context, and to see how David became king, this introductory study
will expand the summary of 1 Samuel given above. If you’re doing this with your home group, take
one section per person, and then report back to the group on what you discovered. If you’re doing
this on your own, you might find the section headings in your Bible useful for tracking the history.
Don’t get caught up in the small details of each chapter but look for key people and key events.
Think about what God is doing in each part of the story. The first section is done for you as an
example.

God answers the prayers of Hannah, and she has a son named
1 Samuel 1:1 - 2:11 Samuel. Hannah dedicates Samuel to service in the house of the
Lord, where he lives and serves with Eli the priest.

1 Samuel 2:12 - 3:21

1 Samuel 4:1-7:2

1 Samuel 7:3-17

1 Samuel 8:1 —-10:27

1 Samuel 11:1 —-14:52




1 Samuel 15:1 — 16:23

1 Samuel 17

1 Samuel 18:1 —21:15

1 Samuel 22:1-27:12

1 Samuel 28

1 Samuel 29

1 Samuel 30:1 -31:13




Study 1: 2 Samuel 1:1 - 2:7: How the mighty have fallen

1.

2.

What makes a good king?
Why was Saul made king over Israel? (see 1 Samuel 8:4-5)
God knew that Israel would one day seek to have a king. What was the standard of leadership

that God, through Moses, said a king should live up to? What was to be the focus of the king’s
life? (see Deuteronomy 17:14-20)

Why was the kingship taken from Saul? (see 1 Samuel 15:10-11; 1 Samuel 28:16-19)

Read 2 Samuel 1:1 - 2:7

10.

11.

There are some differences between the two accounts of Saul’s death (1 Samuel 31, and 2
Samuel 1:5-10). The young Amalekite man who told David about Saul’s death claimed he was
the one responsible. Why might he have done this?

What might be the significance of the young man handing over Saul’s crown to David? (2
Samuel 1:10, and see also 1 Samuel 15:10-11, 1 Samuel 16:12)

Saul had hated David and had tried to kill him. What might surprise us about David’s reaction
to the news of Saul’s death. Why did he react this way? (2 Samuel 1:11-16, compare with 1
Samuel 24:10-11)

What did David do about the people who had been involved in Saul’s death and burial? (2
Samuel 1:13-16; 2:4:7) How do these actions underscore his own personal response?

At the end of this section of the book, we see David anointed as king, but only over the house
of Judah, his own tribe (2 Samuel 2:4). What might this mean for the next part of the story?

What parts of this story show us what a good king is like? What parts leave you hoping for an
even greater King than David?

In what areas of your life are you a “ruler” or “leader”? How can you live as a “king” or a
“gqueen” under the rule of the true King, Jesus.

Give thanks and pray for rulers and those in authority over us. Pray for yourself as you lead or
rule in various areas of your life, that you will be a ruler “after God’s own heart”.
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Study 2: 2 Samuel 2:8 — 5:5: David’s rise

1. 2 Samuel 3:1 sums up this section of the book: “The war between the house of Saul and the
house of David lasted a long time. David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul
grew weaker and weaker.” In these chapters, we’ll meet characters who will either help David
establish his kingship or challenge him. Make a note of who they are and how they are
connected to each other. How might these relationships shape loyalties and actions in the
chapters ahead?

2 Samuel 2:8 and 1

Abner Samuel 14:50
Ish-bosheth 2 Samuel 2:8; 3:11

2 Samuel 2:13 and 1
Joab

Chronicles 2:13-17

Abishai and Asahel 2 Samuel 2:18

2 Samuel 3:14 and 1
Michal Samuel 18:20-21; 25:43-
44

2 Samuel 4:4 and 2

Mephibosheth Samuel 9

Read 2 Samuel 2:8-17

2. How long has it been since Saul’s death? Who is king over Israel?

3. What might be the significance of the contest between “twelve men for Benjamin and Ish-
bosheth son of Saul, and twelve for David”?

Read 2 Samuel 2:18-32

4. Abner attempts to lure his opponents with the promise of battle “spoil”, but this fails and he
takes more aggressive action. What might be the consequences for him?



Read 2 Samuel 3:1-21

5. Look back at the previous study to see what God has said about how the king should live
(Deuteronomy 17:14-20). What do we see in this section that might affect David’s ability to rule
the nation well?

6. What do we learn about Abner in this part of the story? Can he be trusted?
Read 2 Samuel 3:22-39

7. How does Joab assess the negotiations between Abner and David? (3:25)

What does Joab do about this? (3:26-27) Are his motives pure?

8. What was David’s response to Abner’s death? (3:28-39)
Read 2 Samuel 4:1-5:5

9. Abner had left David “in peace” (3:21-23, declared three times). After his death, what is the
state of the relationship between David and the house of Saul?

10. What is the significance of Ish-bosheth’s head being brought to David? And what is David’s
response to this death? (4:9-12)

11. What is the outcome of the war between the house of Saul and the house of David? What is
different about this anointing of David, and the one we read about at the end of the first
study? (compare 5:3 with 2:1-7)

12. Why are unity and common purpose in the nation important? What can this teach us about
unity and common purpose in the church? (Consider Ezekiel 28:25; John 13:34-35; Ephesians
4:11-13)

13. What have we learned about the way God works through world history, and through flawed
people? What confidence does this give us as we live in a time of global conflict and
uncertainty?

Psalm 2 can be read as a coronation psalm — the Lord installs his King! Pray through this psalm,
thanking God that he is sovereign over all world leaders and all conflicts, and that he has made
Jesus King over the world.

Pray for unity in the church. Pray that we will resolve conflicts with grace, and with a deep trust
in the Lord.
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Study 3: 2 Samuel 5:6 — 6:23: David & the Ark

1.

Read 1 Samuel 5:6-25. Summarise the events and note which ones strengthen David’s rule
over the nation, and which might pose challenges.

What are the promising signs for David’s reign? What are troubling signs?

How does the episode in v17-25 establish David as a better king than Saul?

Read 2 Samuel 6

Why was it important to bring the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem? Think about the
significance of the mountain on which the Temple would eventually be built (Genesis 22:1-2),
and the role of the Ark in the life of the nation since being rescued from Egypt (Exodus 30:6; 2
Samuel 6:2).

What do we learn from the death of Uzzah, who touched the Ark as it was being transported to
Jerusalem? See also Numbers 4:13-15, where the Lord gives instructions for how to handle the
holy things of the tabernacle including the Ark.

Hebrews 4:16 encouraged us to approach the throne with confidence! What has happened
that would lead to such confidence and familiarity (Luke 23:44-46)? Do you take advantage of
this amazing invitation?

What does David do differently the second time he attempts to transport the Ark?

Why would Michal, David’s wife, be referred to here as ‘daughter of Saul’? How does she show
herself to be part of Saul’s house rather than David’s?

How do the opinions of other people influence the way we honour, or fail to honour, the Lord?
Are we fearful of displeasing him? Do we rejoice at knowing him?

Should gathered worship be a time of serious and sombre awe, or joyful fun? And why?

Spend time in prayer praising God for who He is, and the privilege of being his children.
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Study 4: 2 Samuel 7: The Eternal Kingdom

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17

1. The Lord gave David rest from his enemies (7:1). What connections can we make across
Scripture that help us understand the significance of this time in David’s rule over God’s
people? (Consider Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 12:10-12; Psalm 94:12-14;
Hebrews 4:8-11; Revelation 14:12-13)

2. David wanted to build a physical house for “the ark of
God”, that is, a place for the presence of God among
the people. Through the prophet Nathan, what did God How does 2 Samuel 7 help us

Going deeper

promise David instead? Where else in the Bible do we understand the rest of the
read of promises like these? Bible’s story? Read
2 Samuel 7:9 Genesis 12:1-3
Psalms 89, 110,132
2 Samuel 7:10
Isaiah 9, 11
2 Samuel 7:11b-12 Jeremiah 23’ 33

Ezekiel 34, 37

. . . Matthew 1

3. What sort of house and kingdom did God promise to
David? Who would rule this house? (See Luke 1:30-33; Matthew 22:41-46
Isaiah 9:6-7; Matt 16:16; Mark 1:11; 9:7)

Luke 1

John 1:14

2 Timothy 2:8

Revelation 5:5
Read 2 Samuel 7:18-29

4. What is the contrast between David’s actions in 7:18, and those of 7:1-27?

5. In David’s prayer, how does he refer to the Lord? And how does he refer to himself? What does
this tell you about how David understood the nature of his rule over God’s people? Psalm 110
is also helpful here, noting that “The LORD” refers to the covenant name of God (YHWH,
Yahweh), and “my Lord” means “my master”, referring to the Messiah.

6. What does David say God has done for himself and for the nation? (see 7:21-24)
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7. What does David ask God to do for himself and for the nation (see 7:25-29)

8. How does God’s promise to establish an eternal kingdom under the rule of King Jesus change
the way you live under the rule of earthly “kings”?

Pray through Psalm 110.
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Study 5: 2 Samuel 8 — 10: David the Great

Read 2 Samuel 8:1-14

1.

“In the course of time ...” The events in this chapter occur across the several years of David’s
rule. What is the overwhelming impression of the outcomes of his military campaigns? Do you
think this part of Israel’s story is descriptive of, or prescriptive for, God’s people?

Who owns the victories? (2 Samuel 8:14b) How does this answer David’s prayer 2 Samuel 7:25-
29?

Who receives the “plunder”? (8:6-11)

Read 2 Samuel 10

4.

David takes an opportunity to offer grace to a nation —the Ammonites - because of the way
they had treated him in the past (10:1-2). We are not given details about the earlier “kindness”,
but we do see the Ammonites’ response to David’s ambassadors. What do they do, and what
are the consequences?

Who owns the victory? (10:12)

Read 2 Samuel 8:15-9:13

6.

Sandwiched between these two long accounts of David’s military campaigns is a passage that
focuses on individual people rather than nations. What does it show us about the character of
David?

Who is Mephibosheth? David is working to destroy Israel’s enemies, so why would he be keen
to help Mephibosheth? What are the risks?
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8. What is Mephibosheth’s response? (9:6) What can we learn from this?

9. “So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s sons.” (9:11) How is this echoed in
other parts of the Bible? See 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Psalm 36:7-8; Isaiah 25:6; Luke 1:46-55;
Matthew 22:2ff and parallels; Luke 14:7-11; Luke 15:22-24; Revelation 19:6-8.

10. What do these chapters teach us about God’s grace and judgment?

11. What is our response to Jesus’ invitation to eat at his table? How can we share this invitation
with others?

Pray through Psalm 36
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Study 6: 2 Samuel 11 — 12: David the Fallen

Warning: The next two studies deal with sexual sin (adultery and rape). If, for any reason, you find
these studies difficult and triggering, you can seek help from the pastoral staff (Dave, El or Koh),
the elders of the Session, the women’s ministry leadership team, Jeremy Ward (Biblical
counsellor), or the Breaking the Silence (Safe Ministries) representatives for our congregation
(Peter Christopher and Elissa Donnellan).

1. What do we think about famous people, or leaders, who are exposed in scandal? Are some

scandals worse than others?

Read 2 Samuel 11

2. What questions are raised in 11:1? (Remember God’s instructions for the king in Deut 17:14-20
and 1 Sam 8:10-18).

3. What is the temptation before David? (11:2, compare to Genesis 3:6)

4. What is David hoping to achieve with his plans for Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah?

5. Who is absent from this part of David’s story? How might this have influenced David’s actions?

6. What is this chapter mostly about: David’s relationship with Bathsheba, or David’s relationship
with God?

Read 2 Samuel 12

7. What is the point of the parable that God, through Nathan the prophet, tells David?

8. What does God say is the root cause of David’s sin? (12:9) What does God say will happen
because of David’s sin? (12:10-12)
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9. What is David’s response to the judgment of the Lord? (12:13a; Psalm 51)

10. God forgives David for his sin (12:13b). But the son born to David and Bathsheba will be held in
“utter contempt” by the Lord. He becomes ill and dies, despite David’s fasting and praying.
Does forgiveness of our sins mean a reversal of the impact they have on ourselves or other
people? Why or why not? (Consider Hebrews 12:5-11)

11. The chapter ends with the birth of Solomon, a legitimate child for Bathsheba and David, and a
military victory won by Joab and David over the Ammonites (contrast 12:29 with 11:1). What
does this tell us about the way God brings judgment and grace together on his people?

12. David was God’s anointed king (messiah), but this chapter shows that he was far from being

God’s perfect Messiah. Who will that person be? How is Jesus the better king?

Pray through Psalm 51

17



Study 7: 2 Samuel 13 — 14: A Broken Family

In the next few chapters we will read about conflicts within David’s immediate family.
Read 2 Samuel 13

1. What do you think justice should look like for Tamar?

2. David’s first wife was Ahinoam and she had a son, Amnon (2 Sam 3:2). David’s third wife was
Maacah and she had a son, Absalom (2 Sam 3:3). Tamar is described as “the beautiful sister” of
Absalom (13:1). So, Tamar is the daughter of Maacah, the full sister of Absalom, and the half-
sister of Amnon. How should the Law given to Moses shape the relationship between Amnon
and Tamar? (See Leviticus 18:11)

3. What do we learn about David from the way he responded to Amnon’s request? And from the
way he responded to news of the rape? (13:6-7, 21, 23-27)

4. What motivated Absalom to murder Amnon? (13:22, 32) How is David responsible for what
happens between his sons? (12:10)

5. What does real justice for Tamar, and all the world’s victims of rape and violence and
oppression, look like? (See Isaiah 61 and Luke 4:17-19)

Read 2 Samuel 14

6. What is the point of the story told to David by the woman from Tekoa?

7. What is Joab’s motivation for setting up the meeting between this woman and David? (14:1,
20)

8. What is the outcome of their conversation? (14:23-28)
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9. What do we learn about Absalom from his actions when he returned to Jerusalem? (14:25-33)

10. What do you think motivated David’s willingness to allow Absalom to return to Jerusalem, and
then finally to meet him face to face?

Pray through Isaiah 61
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Study 8: 2 Samuel 15 — 18: The Rejected King

1. What was your greatest rebellion against your parents or wider family?

Read 2 Samuel 15

2. In1and 2 Samuel, “Israel” usually serves as a shorthand for “the Northern tribes”, and “Judah”
refers to “the Southern tribes”. Knowing this, what do you think Absalom is trying to do when
he returns to Jerusalem? (15:1-6). What hints have we already seen that something like this
might happen?

3. How would you describe David’s response to Absalom’s request to “go to Hebron and fulfill a
vow | made to the Lord”? (15:7-9) What was Absalom’s real plan? (15:10-12)

4. What does David take with him when he flees from Jerusalem? What does he send back, and
why did he do this? (13:13-8, 24-29)

Read 2 Samuel 16:1-14
5. What is the point of the series of meetings that David has with Ittai the Gittite (15:19-22),

Hushai the Arkite (15:32-37), Ziba the steward of Mephibosheth (16:1-4) and Shimei the
Benjaminite (16:5-14)? What is surprising about Ziba’s report of Mephibosheth?

Read 16:15-17:29

6. How does Hushai follow through on his promise to David? (15:32-27; 17:1-4, 7, 14, 23)

7. Who are Jonathan and Ahimaaz and what was their task for David? (15:27-28) Where else in
the Bible do we read of a woman hiding two men who were carrying important information
(Joshua 2)? Or two women hiding one boy-child (Exodus 4:2-4)? What does this tell you about
the ways God might choose to protect his people?
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Read 2 Samuel 18

8. What is the outcome of the battle between David’s armies and the army of Absalom? (18:6-8)
What does this show us about the outcome of unrighteous rebellion? What do we learn about
the connection between sin’s grievous consequences and God’s assurance of mercy?

9. What did David command about the way Absalom should be treated, and why? (18:5)

10. Why did Joab disobey David’s command, and why do you think he wanted to delay the news
from reaching David? (18:10-23)

11. What is David’s response to the death of his son? (18:33)

12. Psalm 3 was written when David was fleeing from Absalom. What does it show us about
David’s fears, and the way God responds to them? How does this help us when we are fearful?

Pray through Psalm 3.
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Study 9: 2 Samuel 19 — 20: The return of the King
Read 2 Samuel 19

1. Joab offers some hard, politically pragmatic advice to David while he mourns the death of
Absalom: if the sacrifices of David’s soldiers are not acknowledged, David will lose the nation as
well as his son. It might be, humanly speaking, the end of the house of David (19:7). So, David
returns to the city gate. What different responses are there to the return of the King?

The Israelites (19:8b)

Zadok and Abiathar, the priests (19:11-12)

Joab and Amasa (19:13)

The men of Judah (19:14)

Shimei of Gera (19:16, 18b:23)

Ziba, Mephibosheth’s servant (19:17, 24-30)

Mephibosheth (19:24-30)

Barzillai, the Gileadite (19:31-40)

2. What similarities can you see between these responses and the way people respond to Jesus
today? (Consider Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23)
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3. How would you describe David’s response to each of these people?

4. How does David’s response — as an imperfect king — point us toward the response of Jesus, the
true and perfect King, to repentant sinners? Consider Romans 5:6-11; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19;
Ephesians 2:19-22; Colossians 1:19-23.

Read 2 Samuel 20

5. Why do you think the narrator tells us that the “troublemaker named Sheba” was a man from
the tribe of Benjamin? (20:1) How is his troublemaking a natural outcome of the dispute
between the “men of Israel” and the “men of Judah”? (19:41-43)

6. What is hinted at in Amasa’s delay in returning to Jerusalem with the troops from Judah? (20:4-
5)

7. What is Joab’s motivation in killing Amasa? (20:8-13)

8. What is the outcome of the pursuit, and death, of the troublemaker from the tribe of
Benjamin? (19:22)

9. What similarities are there between the return of David to the royal city, and the promised
return of King Jesus?

Pray for people you know who need to be ready for the return of King Jesus.
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Study 10: 2 Samuel 21-24: David: a life in pictures

These last four chapters of 2 Samuel include war stories and lists of heroic warriors, stories of
judgment falling on Israel for the actions of its rulers, and David’s final words to the nation. They
are meant as a summary of his reign, and are not told in chronological order.

1. What events in David’s ruling years have stood out for you in our readings so far? Which ones
have helped you see new truths about Jesus?

The structure of these chapters helps us follow the point being made by the writer:
21:1-14 A Problem: a famine in Israel because of Saul’s sin; David atones for this sin
21:15-22 Strength: Stories of war; the acts of David’s mighty warriors
22:1-51 Hope: David’s song of praise
23:1-7 Hope: David’s final words to the nation
23:8-38 Strength: More stories of war; the acts of David’s mighty warriors
21:1-25 A Problem: A plague on Israel because of David’s sin; David repents of this sin
Read 2 Samuel 21:1-14; 2 Samuel 24
2. We are told the reason for the famine described in chapter 21: it was because Saul, many years

ago, had put the Gibeonites to death (21:1-2). What questions do you have about David’s
actions to make amends to the Gibeonites for Saul’s sin against them?

3. What does this show us about God’s judgment on sin?

Chapter 24 may not be chronological, that is, it may not tell us the last acts of David. The chain of
events is: the Lord is angry with Israel; the Lord incites David to take a census of his armies; David
repents of doing this; The Lord punishes David by bringing a plague on the nation; when the plague
ends (because “the Lord was grieved because of the calamity”, 24:16) David builds an altar on the
mountain in Jerusalem; and the Lord answers prayer on behalf of the land.

4. Why do you think David conducted the census? What is sinful about taking a census? Why do
you think he repented of this?
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5. What does this chapter show us about the consequences of sin?

6. What does it show us about the connection between God’s judgment and God’s mercy?

7. What connections can you see between the two events (the famine and census) ? (See for
example 21:14; 24:25)

Read 2 Samuel 21:15-22; 2 Samuel 23:8-39

8. What impression do we get in each of these sections of who was responsible for the military
victories against the Philistines?

9. Who was truly responsible? (22:1-2; 23:10,12)

Read 2 Samuel 22
This Psalm is included at the end of the book, however there is no reason to assume that David
composed it towards the end of his life. There are many points of similarity with Hannah’s song (1

Sam 2), with both songs providing a theological commentary on how God acts towards people.

10. Which verses connect with particular points of David’s story in 1 & 2 Samuel?

11. We've read about David’s failings as king over God’s people. How can he say, “The Lord has
dealt with me according to my righteousness”?

What encouragement does this give us in our relationship with Jesus?
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Read 2 Samuel 23:1-7

12. What do David’s last words tell us about how God has spoken to David and to his people?

What do they tell us about the rule of a perfect King over God’s people?

13. Why is David confident that his house is secure?

How does this encourage us in our Christian walk?

14. Think about your answers to the opening question of the opening study (What makes a good
king?). Now that we’ve come to the end of the book, is there anything you would add to your
answer?

Pray about one or two things that the book of 2 Samuel has shown you about Jesus.
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