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Study 1: Matthew 1:1-17: In the Family Business

1. Why are so many people interested in family history?
Read Matthew 1:1-17

2. What do you notice about the structure of the genealogy that Matthew writes for Jesus
Christ? What might it show us about God’s plans in the world and throughout history?

3. Skim read Luke’s genealogy (Luke 3:23-38). What is different in Matthew’s genealogy?
How might the differences help us to understand each author’s purpose in writing their
Gospels (Matthew 1:1 and Luke 1:1-4)?

4. Matthew includes 5 women in the genealogy, and this is something of a contrast to Old
Testament genealogies (which commonly focussed on descendants through the line of
fathers). What do we know about these women, and why would Matthew include them
in Jesus’ genealogy?

Tamar (Genesis 38)

Rahab (Joshua 2, 6:22-27)

Ruth (Ruth 1-4)

The wife or Uriah, Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11)

Mary (Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 1:26-38 for example)

5. How has reading Jesus’ family history developed your understanding of the good news
about him, and how will it change the way you follow him this week?

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Somethingto | Someone you A need at | An areayou | A challenging A
be thankful | want to become church need to situation or | missionary
for a Christian grow in person we support




Study 2: Matthew 1:18-2:23: Four Men and a Baby

1. Why are many people fascinated by the events surrounding the birth of a future king or
gueen? How are royal births different to the births of “common people”?

Read Matthew 1:18 —2:23

2. What does Matthew say repeatedly as he retells Jesus’ birth story? (See for example
1:22) How does this add to our understanding of his purpose in writing the Gospel?

3. Matthew connects Jesus’ story to several key things Israel hoped for from God. What are
they, and how does Matthew make the connections?
1:22-23 (see also Isaiah 7:14)
2:4-16 (see also Isaiah 60:1-7; Micah 5:2)
2:14-15 (see also Hosea 11:1)

2:16-18 (see also Jeremiah 31:15)

2:19-21 (see also Isaiah 9:1-2; Isaiah 53:1-3)
4. What does Matthew show us about Jesus through these connections?
5. What responses to Jesus do you see in his birth stories?

6. Focussing on Joseph, what lessons are there for us from his actions? How will this
change the way you live in Jesus’ kingdom this week?

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Something Someone you Aneedin | Anareayou | A challenging A
about God to | want to become | the world need to situation or | missionary
praise a Christian grow in person we support




Study 3: Matthew 3:1-12: Getting Ready for Royalty

1. How do people (or governments) usually prepare for visits from royalty?

Read Matthew 3:1-12

2. How does Matthew describe John the Baptist? What does he look like, and who are we
meant to be reminded of? (See also Malachi 4:4-6)

3. What is John’s message, and how does it “prepare the way of the Lord”?

4. What different reactions do we see to this message? How similar, or different, are they
to responses people make to God’s message today?

5. What does John’s persistence in preaching, despite the reactions, teach us about
ministry today?

6. Apart from the family connections recorded in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 1), how is John
related to Jesus and his mission? (3:11)

7. John uses two farming images in his preaching: “bearing fruit” (3:8), and “winnowing”
(the separation of good grain from the useless chaff, 3:12). What does this teach us
about the urgency of repentance and judgment?

8. Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Something to
be thankful
for

Someone you
want to become
a Christian

A need at
church

An area you
need to
grow in

A challenging
situation or
person

A
missionary
we support




Study 4: Matthew 3:13-4:11: A True Son

Read Matthew 3:13-17

1. What evidence does Matthew give us that Jesus is the Messiah promised by God in the
Old Testament? (See for example the promises in 2 Samuel 7:12-14; Isaiah 42:1; 61:1;
Psalm 2:7-8)?

2. What is Jesus’ motivation for being baptised by John? (3:15)
3. What is the significance of the words spoken by the voice from heaven? (3:17)
Read Matthew 4:1-11

4. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ baptism (3:16)? How does this connect with
his role in leading Jesus into the wilderness (4:1)?

5. Matthew tells us that Jesus spent 40 days and 40 nights fasting in the wilderness (4:2).
What does this remind us of from Israel’s story, and what does that teach us about
Jesus?

6. The devil does not doubt that Jesus is God’s Son (4:4:3, 5-6, 9). What, then, is his
strategy? (Recall James 1:14-15)

7. What do Jesus’ responses to the tests teach us about the nature of sin, and the way to
crush it? (4:4, 7, 10; compare with Genesis 3:1-7 and Deuteronomy 8:1-3)

How do they comfort us in our Christian life? (see Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14-16)

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Something Someone you Aneedin | Anareayou | A challenging A
about God to | want to become | the world need to situation or | missionary
praise a Christian grow in person we support




Study 5: Matthew 4:12-25: Come, Follow me

1. What makes a leader worth following?
Read Matthew 4:12-25
2. What is the significance of the location to which Jesus withdrew when John the Baptist

was arrested? What does it tell us about Jesus’ mission? (Compare 4:13-16 with Isaiah
9:1-2, and the things we noticed in Matthew’s genealogy.)

3. What is the point of Jesus’ preaching ministry? (4:17)

4. Matthew tells us that Jesus “saw” and “called” Peter, Andrew, James and John, and they
“immediately ... followed him.” (4:18-22). What was it about the Jesus’ call that was so
compelling to these men?

What does their response teach us about the urgency of Jesus’ call to us to be his
disciples?

5. Matthew tells us about the beginning of Jesus’ healing ministry (4:23-25). How does he
describe the scope of the ministry (the nature of the ailments, the geography and the
response of people to what they saw and heard)?

What does this show us about who Jesus is and what he has come to do? (Consider for
example, Isaiah 2:2-3; 61:1-4)

6. Now that we have heard about the beginning of Jesus’ teaching, and seen the beginning
of his healing ministry, how does this affect the way we follow him?

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Somethingto | Someone you A need at | An areayou | A challenging A
be thankful | want to become church need to situation or | missionary
for a Christian grow in person we support




Study 6: Matthew 5:1-12: Living the Ultimate Life

Read Matthew 5:1-12

Chapters 5-7 of Matthew’s gospel are known as The Sermon on the Mount, and 5:3-11 are
known as The Beatitudes. In the Greek of Matthew’s Gospel, each of these verses begins
with the adjective makarios which can be translated into English as blessed, or happy.
Beatitudes comes from the Latin word beatus, which has the same translation into English.

1. How is Jesus’ teaching about attitudes and behaviour different to that of the world?
2. In what context, and time, will the promised blessings be experienced?

3. Measure yourself against the attitudes Jesus calls us to have and make some notes about
what needs to change in the way you live.

Where | | Where I'd

am like to be What needs to change in my life

1234 1234

POOR IN SPIRIT (5:3)

| have come to the place where | feel
accepted by God when | feel most
unacceptable to myself. | recognize my
need for God and know that | do not
(cannot!) earn His love with wealth,
status or spiritual sophistication.

MOURNING (5:4)

| am more aware of my failures than |
used to be. The further along the road |
go, the more | realise how much further |
must go to become like Jesus. |
appreciate the pain people experience in
their lives and can weep like Jesus did.

MEEK (5:5)

| have come to the place where | don't
have to be the strong one all the time. |
can be tender and gentle with people.
I've given the control of my life to God,
and | don't have to "win" all the time.

SPIRITUAL HUNGER (5:6)

| have come to the place where | want to
know God and His will for my life more
than anything. | am more excited about
God's will for the world than my own
financial gain, success in my career, or
acceptance by my peers. | long for God's
perspective in my decision-making.




Where |
am

1234

Where I'd
like to be

1234

What needs to change in my life

MERCIFUL (5:7)

| have come to the place where | can
enter into the feelings of someone who is
hurting, lonely, or distressed and feel
alongside them in their pain. God has
given me a sensitivity for the suffering of
others.

PURE IN HEART (5:8)

| have come to the place where | can be
completely open and honest with God
and others--transparent because | have
nothing to hide. | don't have to put on
"airs," or pretend to be what I'm not.

PEACEMAKER (5:9)

| have come to the place where | really
work at keeping the channels of
communication open between me and
those around me. | deal with anger and
disagreements immediately and don't
allow them to fester. | encourage those
around me to work out their differences
without hurting one another.

PERSECUTION (5:10)

| have come to the place where | know
what | am living for, and for this cause |
am not afraid to suffer and, if need be,
die. | am willing to "take the heat" and
stand alone for what is right. | can take
criticism without feeling self-pity or self-
righteousness.




4. Below is a list of qualities based on the Beatitudes. Think about the members of your group and
jot down their initials next to the beatitude paraphrase where you see each person as strong.

How would you go about affirming these qualities in these people?

SELF-ACCEPTANCE:

The ability to accept yourself and your imperfections, and to enable others to be more self-
accepting.

EMPATHY:

The ability to feel what others feel; to laugh and cry with others.

GENTLENESS:

The ability to be tender because you are inwardly strong and to lead without overpowering
others.

SPIRITUALITY:

The ability to maintain spiritual priorities and to cause others to seek a deeper walk with
Christ.

SENSITIVITY:

The ability to pick up on the hurt and pain of others and be "present" without being pushy
or nosy.

TRANSPARENCY:

The ability to be yourself without any pretenses and allow the presence of Christ to radiate
through you.

PEACEMAKING:

The ability to harmonize differences between others without causing either person to
"lose."

ENDURANCE:

The ability to stand up for what you believe without getting defensive or compromising your
principles.

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Something Someone you Aneedin | Anareayou | A challenging
about God to | want to become | the world need to situation or
praise a Christian grow in person

A
missionary
we support




Study 7: Matthew 5:13-48: Living Beyond the Law
Read Matthew 5:13-16

1. What are the characteristics of salt and light, and how are they related to the Beatitudes
of 5:3-117

How can we develop a life of salt and light, personally and as a church community?

Read Matthew 5:17-20

2. What does Jesus mean by “the Law and the Prophets”, and why does Jesus put so much
weight on a correct understanding of it?

3. How was the Law fulfilled by Jesus?

Read Matthew 5:21-48
4. What contrasts does Jesus make and how do they expand our understanding of the Law
and the Prophets as it will be fulfilled by him? (See 5:21, 27, 31, 33, 38, 43)

5. As we have been working our way through Chapter 5 we have seen that the only way we
can come to God is according to his mercy. There is no point at which we can trust our
own spiritual self-sufficiency. As one Christian author has commented “Attempts to
conform our character to God’s requirements by the sufficiency of our actions are ...
arrogant.”

How, then, is impossible obedience to a perfectly Holy God made possible?

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Somethingto | Someone you A need at | An areayou | A challenging A
be thankful | want to become church need to situation or | missionary
for a Christian grow in person we support

10



Study 8: Matthew 6:5-15 : The Ultimate Relationship

1. In Chapter 6, Matthew records the way Jesus addresses the three “pillars” of 15t century
Judaism: almsgiving (6:1:4), prayer (6:5-15), and fasting (6:16-18). Jesus condemned the
hypocrisy that could creep into each of these expressions of faithfulness to God. Where
do we see religious hypocrisy today?

Read Matthew 6:5-15

2. What are the implications of 6:5 for the way we pray in church and in home groups?

3. What does the structure of the Lord’s Prayer teach us about the things we should be
praying about?

4. What does it mean to ask that God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven? (6:10)
How should praying that prayer impact how you then live?

5. What does 6:11 teach us about the way we approach God with our requests?

6. What are the implications of the connection Jesus makes between the forgiveness we
offer others and the forgiveness God offers us? (6:14-15)

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Something Someone you Aneedin | Anareayou | A challenging A
about God to | want to become | the world need to situation or | missionary
praise a Christian grow in person we support

11



Study 9: Matthew 6:19-24: Finding the ultimate

treasure

1. What are “treasures on earth” and “treasures in heaven”? Use the table below to list

some examples.

Treasures on earth

Treasures in heaven

Read Matthew 6:19-24

2. What does Jesus say is the difference between treasure stored up in heaven, and

treasure stored up on earth?

3. According to Jesus, what does the location of our treasure say about the condition of our

heart?

4. What are the implications for how Christians manage their money and assets? How
might those implications be different for Christians in different age groups?

5. What is the significance of Jesus’ comments about our eyes? (6:1-18, and see also
Genesis 3:6; Job 31:1-8; Psalm 199:37; Proverbs 17:24; 23:4-5)

6. How does money become our master, and why does Jesus warn us against letting this

happen? (6:24)

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Something to Someone you
be thankful | want to become
for a Christian

A need at
church

An area you | A challenging A
need to situation or | missionary
grow in person we support

12




Study 10: Matthew 6:25-34: Escaping to Ultimate

Freedom

1. What are you most inclined to worry about?

Read Matthew 6:25-34

2. How is this section of Jesus’ sermon connected to the one before?

3. What does Jesus say are our proper priorities in life (6:33)?

Why does Jesus that anxiety is a faith issue (6:30)?

5. Thinking about 6:19-24, and 6:25-34, how would you describe the difference between
living with an “abundance perspective” and living with a “scarcity perspective”?

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Something
about God to
praise

Someone you
want to become
a Christian

A needin
the world

An area you
need to
grow in

A challenging
situation or
person

A
missionary
we support

13




Study 11: Matthew 7:7-29: Building the Ultimate
Foundation

1. How does God'’s character influence our prayer life?
Read Matthew 7:7-29

2. How might Jesus’ description of our Father in heaven (7:11) relate to 6:25-327?

3. What does this passage say about God’s generosity, and how is that related to what we
read in 6:19-207

4. Why is the “gate that leads to destruction” easy to pass through?

5. What difficulties do we encounter when we pass through the “narrow gate that leads to
life”? How does Jesus’ description of our Father in heaven help us along this path?

6. In this section of his sermon Jesus offers choices between two ways and two destinations
(7:13-14), two kinds of spiritual fruit (7:15-23) and two different foundations for a house
(7:24-27). What is the strongest foundation?

7. At the end of the sermon (7:28-29) we see the reaction of those who heard it for the first
time: “... the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one
who had authority, and not as their scribes.” What has astonished you about Jesus’
teaching?

8. What authority does Jesus and his teaching have in your life?

Pray: Pick a category to share a prayer point from

Somethingto | Someone you A need at | An areayou | A challenging A
be thankful | want to become church need to situation or | missionary
for a Christian grow in person we support

14



